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Dear Parents 
Oakhurst was a buzz of excitement and activity on Football 
Friday as we tried to generate a bit of excitement for the 
World Cup.  There were  vuvuzelas and makarobas aplenty.   
We look forward to our Oakhurst Soccer Day.  More about 
that later in this newsletter. 
 
This has not been a good term for our sport with regard to 
the weather.  Last week we were able to get a few matches 
and practices in, but Iôm not sure that the weather is going to 
hold this week.  Matches that have been missed will be 
rescheduled.  Thatôs Cape Town in Winter! 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 

We are very proud of Michelle Winter who has been selected 
to represent the Western Province B hockey team and 
Cassandra Erasmus for being selected for the Western 
Province squash team.  Well done girls. 
 
EXAMINATIONS 

The grade six and seven girls start their mid-year exams 
tomorrow.  They will be allowed to go home at 13:00 from 
Thursday,27 May until Friday, 4 June should this 
arrangement be convenient for your family.  Girls who would 
prefer to remain at school until 14:30 or who are unable to 
go home early,  may stay in their classroom and prepare for 
the examination the following day.  Sports practices and 
matches will continue as normal so girls must return to 
school to participate in these. 
 
CAKE SALE 

Thank you to the Grade 1 and Grade 5 families who 
contributed treats to sell at the cake sale last week.  We 
raised  a substantial R 2174.00.   
 
MY SCHOOL CARD 

A reminder to Grade 1 and other new parents to Oakhurst to 
return the completed My School application form to us so 
that we can submit them for you.  By having your card 
swiped at various outlets, particularly Woolworths, you will 
help raise money for our school. 
 
HOCKEY 

Please remember that all girls are required to have their own 
hockey sticks by the start of next term.  These can be bought 
for as little as R80 at sports outlets,  and your daughter will 
be able to use it for a few years. 

 
MUSIC FEES 

Parents are reminded that instrument tuition at Oakhurst is 
a private service offered by the music teachers.  Miss 
Lesch is employed by the school to teach class music 
only.  Her income is made up of the fees paid to her by 
parents for individual tuition.  If parents do not pay her, 
she has no income. Music lessons will be terminated 
should fees not be paid by the second lesson in each 
term.   
 
OAKHURST OUTREACH 

Ms Lourens, the previous Oakhurst principal, will be 
working with learners at a school in Beaufort West during 
the school holidays.  She will be assisting them to improve 
their literacy skills.  The school prepares and distributes 
500 meals to hungry children every day.  She has asked 
us to collect non- perishable foods for them such as sugar, 
rice, pasta and tinned goods which she will take to them.  
If you would like to contribute anything, please send it to 
school by Friday, 4 June. 
 
RECYCLING 

Any plastics or other recycling that you may have 
collected for Pinelands North Primary will be collected 
from Oakhurst on 2 June. 
 
LIBRARY BOOKS 

We are encouraging girls to borrow books from the school 
library for the duration of the school holiday.  Would you 
please ensure that these books are looked after and that 
they are not left behind at holiday homes or at óGrannyôs 
houseô. 
It is so important that the girls keep themselves occupied, 
at least for a short time every day, with stimulating 
activities.  Reading appropriate material is one way of 
doing this.  Girls in the Foundation Phase in particular, 
should continue practicing reading every day.  
 
ACTIVITY BOOKLETS 

As mentioned in an earlier newsletter, we will be printing 
activity booklets for the girls from Grade 1 to Grade 6.  To 
cover the cost of the printing and binding of these 
booklets, we need to charge you R20 per booklet.  This is 
not compulsory.  It is merely an offer of stimulating, age 

appropriate activities for your child to do during the 
holidays.  We will only print the number of booklets 
that have been ordered and paid for by next Tuesday, 
1 June.  Please send your order and the correct money in 

an envelope with your childôs name and grade to the 
office should you want to order a booklet. 
 
JUNIOR BIOLOGISTS 

The Two Oceans Aquarium is offering  Junior 
Biologists edutainment during the school holidays.  
The first 3-day programme runs from  21 -23 June and 
the second one from 28 ï 30 June.  The closing date 
for applications is 31 May.  Contact the aquarium 
should you want any further information. There is a 
cost involved. 
 
OAKHURST SOCCER DAY 

We have planned an international soccer day at school 
on Tuesday, 8 June.  Each class will be representing 
two participating countries.  A programme has been 
planned for the morning session.  Between 11:00 and 
13:00 the girls will play soccer matches against one 
another.  We are encouraging them to wear the 
colours of the country they are representing.  We have 
a plan B should the weather not play along. 
School will close at 13:00 for all girls on Tuesday 8 
June.  Parents are most welcome to come along from 
11:00 to watch the soccer games.  
The following day is the last day of the term and school 
will close at 11:00. 
 
 
COMPUTER LAB 

We are aware that some families do not have 
computer printers at home.  Girls are occasionally 
required to print projects and are therefore doing so at 
school.  Unfortunately we are finding a large number of 
ómistakeô  copies, many of them in full colour,  in the 
bin.  Our printer uses 4 cartridges costing R1000 each.  
We can no longer afford to carry this cost.   
The printer is available for use by the girls but they will 
need to pay R5 for a coloured print and R2 for a black 
print.  The local high schools require the pupils to have 
a pre-paid card which is then used for copying and 
printing.  We really donôt want to go that route in the 
primary school. 
 
OAKHURST GARDEN 

It was with great disappointment that I was called to 
look at the damage that had been done to the plants in 
our recently refurbished garden.  Someone has walked 
on all the Agapanthas that were planted and has 
flattened them. Clifford and Alfred have  tried to save 
some of the plants by trimming and replanting them. I 
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have addressed the issue with the girls.  We are not sure, 
however, when it was done or even if it was an Oakhurst 
pupil.  Please would you assist us in making sure that the 
children donôt run through those new beds.  The project has 
made an enormous difference to the entrance of our school 
and it is so disappointing to see it being destroyed in this 
way. 
 
THE BOOKERY 

The weekend Argus ran an article about work being done by 
The Bookery in helping to establish libraries at schools.  I 
have included this article for you to see how your donation of 
books is being utilised to help others. 
 
I have also included an article for you about signs to look out 
for regarding the misuse of the internet by children.  I would 
hope that this is not taking place in any of your homes but 
one needs to be well prepared for all eventualities.  Children 
get innocently caught up in situations and then find it difficult 
to get out of them. 
 
MUM AND DAUGHTERS BREAKFAST 

What a wonderful response!  All the tickets were sold out last 
Friday.  Parking will be available in the school grounds on 
Saturday morning from 8:45.  Please remember to bring 
along your tickets for the lucky draw.  We will have one raffle 
for a fabulous hamper ï tickets will be sold at the breakfast 
at R5 each.   
A special thank you to Sandi King, Karin Davidson, Margie 
von Zeil and Di Chandler for their help in organising this 
event. 
 
A mini-newsletter will be sent home on Monday, 7 June.  I 
will not be at school for the last three days of this term as I 
will be having surgery on Monday 7

th
 and need as much time 

as possible to recover before school resumes on Tuesday, 
13 July. 
 
Have a good weekend and may the Stormers win! 
 

Thought for the day 
There can be no happiness if the things we 
believe in are different from the things we do. 
Freya Stark 
 
 
Jenny van Velden       
 Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Smiles as first school gets a library from the Bookery 

Neo Maditla 
 

Having successfully stocked its first library at Thembelihle High School in Khayelitsha, the Bookery in 

Roeland Street is preparing to donate more books to another school in the next few weeks. 

     Cosmos Mabeya, 42, a volunteer at the Bookery, said the happy faces of the pupils and teachers 

showed that their hard work had paid off. 

     The Bookery, which opened in February, was established by Equal Education, an NGO that strives for 

quality and equality in the education system.  

     The aim with the Bookery was to collect as many books as possible, which were suitable for primary 

and secondary school pupils. 

     According to the NGO, only 7.23 percent of public schools have functional libraries; 13.47 percent 

have a library space without books or a librarian; and 79.3 percent do not have a library.  Equal Education 

has committed itself to addressing the issue of shortages of books in public school libraries. 

     The work at the Bookery is co-ordinated by Richard Conyngham who works with volunteers like 

Mabeya. 

     Mabeya said the bright yellow building which houses the Bookery attracted a lot of attention from 

passers-by. 

     ñWe often have to turn people away and inform them that they need to donate books to us and that we 

are not selling books,ò he said with a smile. 

     Katie Lamond, 23, another volunteer at the Bookery, explained that research showed that ñkids who 

went to schools with libraries had literacy rates that were between 10 percent and 25 percent better than 

those at schools which did not have library facilities at allò. 

     She said that some of the biggest donations had come from publishing houses, wealthy schools and the 

public. 

     They would like to have at least three books available for each pupil. 

     ñFor example, Thembelihle has 1 000 pupils and we have donated 3 000 books to the school,ò she 

said. 

     The next school in line to receive books in the next few weeks is Homba Primary School in 

Khayelitsha, which has 800 pupils,ò Lamond said. 
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CAPE CARE offers quality companionship and care enabling 

elderly or disabled clients to continue living independently at home.  
We also offer a PRIVATE RECRUITMENT DIVISION which  
provides an introduction to and assistance in employing private carers. 
All carers are carefully screened, qualified and have the relevant 
experience. 
Live in or live out, day or night ς we can assist you.  
                                      Tel: 0216746897 
Agency Placements:   Sian Sidney             sian@capecareagency.co.za 
Private Recruitment: Deirdre Cargill       deirdre@capecareagency.co.za 
 

PAM EDWARDS RECRUITMENT 
Rondebosch 
  
Specialised recruitment services in the Secretarial, Administrative, HR, 
Sales, Accounts, Warehousing, IT industry.  Temporary, Permanent and 
Out-Sourced staff available. 
  
Please contact Oakhurst Mom: Valerie van der Walt (021) 689 2480 / 
valerie@pamedwards.co.za or visit our website: www.pamedwards.co.za 
for further information. 
  
 

Pleasures & Opulence 
 
Please join us for snacks & drinks as we 
showcase our latest fashion and imported  
silver jewellery on Wednesday, June 2, 
2010 @ 17h30 to 20h30 @ 38 Milner 
Road,  
Rondebosch Call Nadia on 0837325409 or 
Weedaad on 0833027183 

 

Dog Training:  Adult and Puppy 
Classes, Canine Freestyle, Behaviour 
Consultations.  Dog Dynamics 072 79 
79 533, www.dogdynamics.co.za 
 
 

Oakhurst Primary School does not necessarily endorse or support the services or products advertised in this newsletter. 
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